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Tellico village through the years part two
By Winston Blazer, TVPOA General Manager
Last week, I discussed the first two chapters of Tellico Village:
infancy and Adolescence. If you missed that article, visit the
TVPOA website and read the August 11th Tell-E-Gram. I will
now discuss the next two chapters of Tellico Village: Young
Adulthood and Adulthood.
Young Adulthood
Young adulthood in Tellico Village, after a flush adolescence,
dawned with a stark realization that the good times may be
coming to an end. New lot sales and ever-increasing assessment
revenues are a thing of the past. Cooper Communities, Inc.
(CCI) closed its land sales division in the Village at the end of
2002 and its homes division a few years later. Any significant
growth in assessment revenues in the future would have to
come from increases in the assessment rate.
Clearly the Village was turning a corner, moving from a
prosperous teenager to a maturing young adult with scores
of new residents bringing different interests to Village life.
This shift in interest among Villagers is best illustrated by the
surprising success of the new Wellness Center and indoor pool
that opened in 2007.
Success was almost immediate. During its first year of
operation, the Wellness Center recorded 110,000 visits for
aerobics, water exercises, and weight and resistance exercises.
And the number has grown each year since, reaching 210,000
in 2016. As someone commented, Villagers prefer to “wear
their bodies out, rather than rust them out.”
A significant development in the history of the Village is Cooper
Communities, Inc., the developer, shutting down its remaining
businesses in the Village and basically getting out of the
development business. The last major element in its holdings
was the sale of the Village Home Center at the beginning of
2012.
While CCI may be gone, its influence remains, probably
forever. Among other things, CCI has a developer’s interest
in the Village’s water and sewer systems. It holds the contract
with Charter Communications for cable TV in the Village. And
POA cannot annex any property into the Village without the
approval of CCI.
Like most businesses, the Village has been heavily impacted by
the Great Recession, beginning in about 2007. Unlike several
nearby recreation communities that were offering competition
for new property owners, bankruptcy was never a threat for
Tellico Village. Nevertheless, new home construction in the
Village fell from 213 homes in 2006 to 124 in 2007, to only
43 in 2011. While new home construction never completely
stopped, neither did the arrival of new people. The estimated
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population grew by 86 persons in 2011.
The number of delinquent assessments shot up, from 371
in 2008 to 788 in 2009. This cut POA revenue by more than
$1 million. The POA, which had always embraced a very
conservative financial operating philosophy, tightened the
purse strings even tighter, reducing its staff by 10 people.
This restructuring represented a savings of some $25,000 per
month.
Adulthood
As most know, the Great Recession hit the housing market
particularly hard. In 2012, when coming out of the Recession,
the POA had received a number of lots from delinquent property
owners. The Board looked to the marketing masterminds, Joe
Bogardus and Fred Toettcher, to guide them when it came to
marketing Tellico Village.
In the summer of 2012, the Board approved the creation of
an aggressive marketing program. This program would help
increase property values, bring in new prospective residents,
and help sell the POA lots. The marketing program launched
in January 2013. Since then, the number of visitors has been
on the uptick.
Year after year, the number of home and lot sales has set high
records. By the end of 2016, it was estimated that property
values had risen 13.2%. In 2016, home sales exceeded the alltime high of 2007.
One of the effects of the growth of the Village is the growth of
our Public Works department, which is the department that is
responsible for the maintenance and operation of the physical
buildings, street, water and sewer, and common properties. In
order to meet the expansion of Public Works, we restructured
the Public Works management team. Jeff Gagley, Director of
Public Works, has assigned the day to day responsibility to
two managers. He is now solely responsible for major projects
and the long term look at our Public Works systems. In the
restructuring, several Public Works employees were promoted
within the department. Glen Quillen was named the Utilities/
Property Manager and Clayton Taylor, ACC/ Codes Public Works
Manager. This has been a very positive change for the Village.
In 2015, the POA purchased the bank building that is now
known as the Welcome Center. The Welcome Center serves
as a dedicated informational center for first-time visitors
and a meeting point for Discovery Tours and Day Tours. The
convenient location is easy to find and also provides Villagers
with additional meeting space. Many clubs have been able to
take advantage of the parking lot for cruise-in’s and events.
The Marketing/Communications Department also moved
their offices into the building, allowing visitors and property

owners to directly interact with that department. The Welcome
Center has been a much-needed and much-used addition to
Tellico Village. They have welcomed over 3,200 people in 2017
thus far.
The Marketing program continues to be a strong factor in
selling homes and lots. In May 2017, the Marketing department
conducted a survey for property owners who purchased
homes/lots between 2014 - 2017. Over 391 new property
owners responded to the survey. A key finding of the survey
showed at least one element of the Villages’ marketing program
contributed either “very importantly” or “importantly” to new
resident’s deciding to purchase a home/lot in Tellico Village. We
are seeing more people book Day Tours and Discovery Tours.
Day Tours are up 150 through June 2017 compared to 106
through June 2016. Discovery Tours are up 217 through June
2017 compared to 154 through June 2016.
Golf continues to be a top attraction for Tellico Village. Over
the past 5 years, golf operations has maintained a strong
and ongoing culture of continuous improvement. Whether
it is conducting tournaments, leagues, golf instruction or
learning the best methods of growing quality turfgrass, the
golf department looks at everything they do through a critical
lens. They are constantly aiming to make things better and
more efficient. Here’s an example: in 2010, Tellico Village faced
a difficult summer season in which a significant amount of turf
on the putting greens was lost. The golf department learned
that their cultural and water management practices needed
to be changed. Jim West, Director of Golf Operations, and his
team consulted with industry experts and university turfgrass
professors. In doing this, they developed new state-of-the-art
best practices that have proved to be successful and have had
a positive compounding effect over the years. Tellico Village is
now widely regarded as an industry leader in golf operations.
In August 2016, the POA Board reached a monumental
agreement with TRDA to modify the existing 99 year lease of
common properties. These properties included: the Toqua and
Tanasi golf courses, Chota Recreation Center, Yacht Club, and
the private roads serving Tellico Village. The original lease was
executed in 1984 by Cooper Communities Inc., in the name of
the TVPOA with TRDA. It required the POA to make escalating
annual lease payments to TRDA over a period of 99 years. The
total payments would be $56,799,765 over the lease term. The
amendment resulted from the negotiation of a buyout clause
under the original lease. The lease amendment shortened the
term of the lease, capped annual lease payments, and conveyed
the common properties to the POA at the conclusion of the
lease term. The amendment will save the TVPOA $36,799,765.
The POA plans to save more than $4 million during the life of the
lease amendment by removing the annual payment escalator.
Not only did this amendment allow the POA to save money,
it also guarantees that all Tellico Village common properties
will be owned by the TVPOA in the future. The execution of the
lease amendment will greatly enhance the future strength and
financial security and desirability of ownership in Tellico Village.

In November 2016, Simon Bradbury, Recreation Director, was
hired and he has revitalized the Recreation Department. Simon
has 25 years of recreation experience and a multitude of fresh
ideas. He created the “Commit 2 B Fit” program, a program in
which 100+ Villagers participated in. The three-week challenge
offered property owners support, access to personal trainers
and food and fitness education. He also began offering trail
building workshops for Villagers. Simon and several volunteers
have created and maintained new trails within Tellico Village.
Stand Up Paddleboard classes have been introduced, as well
as SUP Yoga. Both of these classes have been popular with
Villagers and a great way for property owners to get on the
water. Pickleball is now the fastest growing sport in the Village.
The Tellico Village Pickleball Club has over 600 members and
they play on 8 courts near the Wellness Center. The Recreation
Department is one that is innovative and always working to
provide Villagers with unique ways to stay healthy and fit.
With the Village marking 30 years of growth and progress,
we have recognized the need for increased and ongoing
maintenance of our roads, our buildings and our infrastructure.
For the last several years, we have followed a capital spending
theme of “Repair, Replace and Renovate”. Examples of these
projects include renovations to the interior and exterior of
Chota Recreation Center, bunker renovations at Toqua Golf
Course, cart path replacement at the Kahite Golf Course,
restroom and locker room renovations at Tanasi, Toqua, and
Chota Recreation Center, and interior renovations at the
Yacht Club. There have been major upgrades and equipment
replacements within our water and sewer systems and ongoing,
never ending rejuvenation, repairs and paving of our 110 miles
of residential streets. Adding in the ongoing replacement of
operating equipment and rolling stock, we find that over 80%
of our capital plan has been in support of the “3 R’s”.
We have not stood still when it comes to adding new amenities.
The golf pavilion at Toqua Golf Club and the addition of 8
new Pickleball courts are the most obvious examples. Paved
walking paths around the Wellness Center have provide to be a
popular new addition, and mulched walking trails through the
woods adjacent to the Wellness Center were added at minimal
cost using mostly volunteer labor.
Financially, Tellico Village enjoys a financial position, earned
over the course of many years that most property owners
associations would love to have. Considering the severity of the
Great Recession of 2008, Tellico Village managed its finances
conservatively in its spending and aggressively in its revenue
generation. Unlike municipal governments in Tennessee,
Tellico Village does not benefit directly from increases in
sales tax revenue or property tax increases. The only revenue
available to fund our operations comes from the monthly
assessment paid by all property owners, and from user fees
paid by those who use our water and sewer system, play golf
on our courses, use our Fitness facilities, lease our boat docks
and eat in our restaurants. As our costs of operations have
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increased, especially for ongoing maintenance, our assessment
rate and user fees have increased as well. Given the choice
between paying a little more, or maintaining a little less, most
of our property owners would choose to pay a little more for
the quality facilities and services that they have come to expect.
Finally, the financial position of Tellico Village shines through
in its performance. We have produced balanced budgets with
positive net income for each of the last five years, and have
either beat or come very close to budget in each of those years.
Reserves and operating cash balances have been maintained
at or near target levels. We have about $1 million each in the
Amenity Reserve, the Repair and Maintenance Reserve and the
Water and Sewer Reserve funds. Our traditional bank debt levels
are at 10 year lows, and the Wellness Center facility note will
be paid off in about 3 more years. Our $1 million expandable
line of credit has a zero balance, and our main addition to debt
is the loan to build the medical building to house the Summit
Medical Group at Tellico Village. That loan will be fully funded
and amortized over 10 years by the lease payments received
from the Summit Medical Group. Add to that a series of clean,

unqualified audit opinions by the CPA firm of Coulter and Justus,
PC, and we can rightly point to our financial strength as one of
the main reasons that prospective new property owners should
choose Tellico Village as their long term retirement destination.
As you can see, the past few years have been exciting. In 2016,
the Architectural Control Committee granted its 4,000th permit,
which serves as another clear reminder that people want to live
in our community. Despite a rough start in young adulthood,
Tellico Village finds itself with a solid foundation in place for
creating a long and meaningful life in the years ahead. Join us as
we celebrate our 30th Anniversary on August 24th at the Yacht
Club. Tickets are $35 each. Your ticket will include a three course
meal, entertainment by Harpist Amy Carty, guest speaker Bill
Landry know for the Heartland Series and a commemorative
wine glass. Tickets can be purchased at the Welcome Center.

tellico village 30th dinner celebration
Join us as we celebrate Tellico Village turning 30! We will be
having a dinner celebration at the Yacht Club on August 24th.
Tickets are now available to purchase at the Welcome Center.
Tickets are $35 per ticket and we only have 40 tickets
left! There will be tables of 10 and if you would like to sit
with a group, those tickets need to be purchased together.
If you have a group smaller than 10, you will be paired with
another table. Along with dinner, Bill Landry will be our guest
speaker and harpist, Amy Carty, will be playing throughout
the evening. Contact Lisa McCray at 865-458-5408, ext.
4131 or LMcCray@tvpoa.org. All guests will receive a special
commemorative gift.

The menu will be as follows:
• House Salad with choice of dressing
• Pan seared chicken breast, served with roasted fingerling
potatoes & grilled white asparagus OR Grilled Bistro Steak,
served with roasted fingerling potatoes & grilled white
asparagus
• Chocolate Lovin’ Cake, a giant mouthful of chocolate
pudding between two layers of dark, moist chocolate
drenched chocolate cake.

Bridge demolition update
The boat lock at the Fort Loudon Dam will be closed to all boat traffic on Wednesday August 16th (possibly later this week)
while the TDOT contractor removes the steel bridge beams immediately above the lock. That closure should not last more
than a day. As more information about the demolition plan becomes available the HOA/POA TDOT Liaison Committee will
pass it along.

PSAC (Public Services advisory committee) seeking applications

If you have skills in construction, roads, water or sewer maintenance, building maintenance, engineering, site planning, or
architecture and wish to volunteer to help your community plan toward its future, please call Ken Holland at (865) 657-9271
or email ken751@aol.com for information.

Advisory committee openings

All Advisory Committees have seat openings for the upcoming year. If you are interested in serving on a committee, you can
pick up an application at the POA Office or contact Mitzi Lane at MLane@TVPOA.org or 865-408-2619.
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND MEETINGS
Roadrunners RV Club Meeting - August 15

Tellico Village Roadrunners RV Club general meeting will be August 15th on the top floor of the Yacht Club. The social hour
begins at 7:00PM and the meeting begins at 7:30. Visitors are welcome. There will be an introduction of new members,
highlights of prior and future rallies as well as discussion of 2018 rallies. For more information, visit http://tellicovillagervclub.
org

Tellico village hiking club - Hike on August 23

Depart at 8:00 a.m. from Chota Center
GLENDALE LOOP/COYATEE TRAIL (EAST LAKESHORE TRAIL)
When: Wednesday, August 23
Distance: 2.2 - 5 miles (using short cut option is available)
Rating: Easy
Driving Time: 30 min.
Leader: Bob Kutschera 865-408-3092 bkkutch@yahoo.com
This trail is a pleasant hiking experience winding along the shoreline of Powerline Cove and the main channel of Tellico
Lake.
East Lakeshore Trail was placed on The National Register of Hiking Trails. Please refer to the following link for directions and
a trail map you can save for future hikes: http://tellicowater.org/documents/Complete%20ELT%20Map.pdf

Soggy Bottom Paddle - Clinch River, August 25
You are invited to join the Soggy Bottom Kayak Club on a placid paddle down the Clinch River from Melton Hill to the
Gallagher Ramp on Friday, August 25. We will meet at 7:30 am at the Poplar Springs Boat Ramp. This first time paddle is
9.2 miles, but with a significant assisting current. We’ll see lots of birds, pastoral scenery, and pass the former site of the
proposed Liquid Metal, Fast Breeder reactor, if you’re into that sort of thing. Plan on stopping for a light lunch after the
paddle. Any questions should be directed to the event leader Bruce Barbre at bruceb612@gmail.com or 865-458-3559.

library corner
Below, you will find some exciting upcoming events at The Public Library of Tellico Village:
• Wednesday, August 16, 1 - 2 p.m. - Managing Chronic Pain, with Mag Abdu from Advanced Physiotherapy Clinic.
This session will be held at The Public Library of Tellico Village.
• Wednesday, August 23, 7:30 p.m. - movie night showing “Tesla”. This is the story of Nikola Tesla, the genius engineer
and tireless inventor whose technology revolutionized the electrical age of the 20th century. Although eclipsed in fame
by Edison and Marconi, it was Tesla’s vision that paved the way for today’s wireless world. There is no charge for the
movie that will be shown at The Public Library of Tellico Village. Soft drinks, popcorn and water will be available for a
small fee.

have some fun....try square dancing!
Two FREE square dance lessons: August 29th and September 5th at 7 p.m. in the Memorial Building (103 North B
Street, Lenoir City). Little T Square Dance Club will meet every Tuesday September through December, 7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m., $5
per person for each dance night. For more information, call Maggie at 865-617-1267 or Shea at 865-816-4061/PrezlittleT@
comcast.net. There is no commitment, come enjoy yourself and have some fun! Visit our website at www.LittleTSquares.
com

the 2017 kiwanis charity golf tournament is full!
The 2017 Kiwanis Charity Golf Tournament has now been filled and unfortunately further registrations cannot be accepted.
We would like to sincerely thank all of the people who have registered so quickly. We hope that all others who would have
liked to play are able to join us next year. Thanks to all for your continued support of Kiwanis and the children in our area. If
you have any questions regaring the status of a registration that you may have submitted already, please contact Jim Duncan
at 865-458-0078. We look forward to seeing all registered golfers on the course Saturday, August 26. Shotgun start will be at
9am for all golfers with a continental breakfast and registration beginning at 8a. Lunch will be provided in the Pavillion after
the tournament.
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Tellico Village University
Coming up in september...

Registration is open for these classes offered in September:
•

•

•

•

Comparative World Religions - September 6, 13, 27 and Oct 6. Taught by Rev. Dr. Morris Hudgins in Chota Room D
from 6:30 – 8:30 PM. This is a repeat of a very popular class offered last year with rave reviews! These four sessions cover a
different set of religious traditions each evening. You may register for only those of interest or for all four. Each session has
a $5 tuition. Read details for each week at the website before you register.
Fundamentals of Financial Investments - September 8 from 10 a.m. - Noon. Taught by Gary Stuart CFP in Chota
Room D. What are the different types of investment options? What are the risks and advantages of each? This is a basic
course to help us to understand these choices so we can decide where to invest our hard earned money and achieve our
financial needs. Tuition is $5.
Origami Art - September 12 9:00 – 11:00 Chota Room D. Taught by Knoxville origami artist Susan Wettling. Susan will
tell you this is a fun and relaxing art form that anyone can learn. The bonus is that we can share this fun with our grands!
Tuition for this class is $7 and covers all paper materials for the class. Take home some pretty things! See our TVU website
for photos of Susan’s work. Limited to 20 students.
When Style Meets Trust - September 15 and 22. 9:00 – 11:00 Chota Rec Room D. Taught by Villager Cindy Rogers. If
you enjoy a highly informative and interactive type of class, then try this one. Explore personality types: Why do people
behave the way they do? And how will you be challenged to work with people who are alike and different from you?
Tuition is $10 for two days. Really fun last year!

Tellico Village University Registration Procedure
Registration for a TVU class is easy! Go to our website at www.tvuniversity.org and click on “Classes in Tellico Village” tab. Read
all of the important information about the class of interest. Please note date, time, location, tuition, and other requirements
(such as bringing your mobile device). Register on the “Contact Us” page by entering your name, e-mail, phone and the name/
date of the class you want to attend. Put this class on your calendar so you remember to attend. Be aware that some classes have
an enrollment limit and you may be placed on a waiting list.
Some classes require PREPAYMENT with a check at the Welcome Center within 3 days of your receiving a response from TVU.
If you do not pay your tuition by then, we may offer your saved seat to someone on the waiting list. You are not registered for
these classes until we receive your tuition payment. We need to ensure that those who want to attend the class are able to
attend and pay the instructor’s fee. If not . . . TVU must pick up your registration fee, and we are not in a position to do that.You
may always cancel your registration and pick up your check within 3 days of the class. We will use our waiting list to fill the class.
For most classes, tuition is paid at the class. There is no need to prepay.
Hope to see you at a class! Calligraphy! Origami! History! iCloud Technology! Comparative World Religions! and many more . . .

Recent Property Owners Marketing Survey Factoid:
EVERY VILLAGE NEIGHBORHOOD WELCOMED NEW RESIDENTS

All eight Tellico Village neighborhoods have experienced turnover and growth since 2014. Recent property
owners marketing survey respondents reported two-thirds of them had moved to Toqua (22 percent), Tanasi
(21.5 percent), Coyatee (13.6 percent) and Chota (10.2 percent).* Three of these neighborhoods - Toqua, Chota
and Tanasi - were the first neighborhoods developed by Cooper Communities and are experiencing a demographic shift as the Village’s older residents downsize.
*Source: TVPOA Marketing Team. Recent Property Owners Marketing Survey. June, 2017. pgs. 54.
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spotlight on: tellico village quilt guild
2017 marks the 500th anniversary of the Lutheran Church and the Reformation.
Martin Luther posted his 95 Thesis on the door of the Wittenberg Church in Germany
on October 31, 1517. This was the beginning of a momentous shift in the Church.
In recognition of this International celebration, the Tellico Village Quilt Guild made
a beautiful wall hanging of the Luther Seal which was actually designed by Martin
Luther himself. This fabric art was presented to Pastors Mark and Brian of Christ Our
Saviour Lutheran Church in Loudon, TN on August 11, 2017. The ladies pictured who
made the quilt are Sandy Steachmesher, Elaine Deal, Cathie Petterson and Judy Egan.
As the celebration continues through out 2017, this art will be prominently displayed
in the church for all to enjoy. Please visit www.VillageQuilters.com to learn more
about the Quilt Guild.

tellico village bridge lessons
•

Basic/Intermediate Bridge Lessons will start at 1:30 p.m. and last until 3:45 p.m. on Thursdays, August 24th-Nov 16th
(no class on Nov 2nd) at First Baptist Church of Tellico Village. There will be a pre-class Question and Answer each
week at 1 p.m.
• Advanced Intermediate Bridge Lessons will start at 10 a.m. and last until 12:15 p.m. on Thursdays, August 24th-Nov
16th (no class on Nov 2nd) at First Baptist Church of Tellico Village. There will be a pre-class Question and Answer
each week at 9:30 a.m.
Seating is limited to 28 for each class. Pre-registration and payment are required to confirm participation. Participants
are expected to be familiar with basic bridge bidding and play.
12 lessons for $150 - ACBL Certified Instructor. To find out more about the content of either class, contact Jim Ricker at
jdricker.jdr@gmail.com or 865-805-0420. Send payments to Jim Ricker, 1825 Raven Hill Court, Knoxville, TN 37922
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coming up on tellico village
broadcasting...

Now that school is back in session, you may have seen school
buses making their rounds through the Village. If you are like
most residents, you may not realize that we have approximately
100 families with children who call Tellico Village home. In
“Lifestyles” on TVB, we talk to four of these families—the
Carters, the Campbells, the Orrs, and the Bakers—to learn
what drew them to Tellico Village, which is after all, made up
of mostly retirees.
We also talk to Loudon County School Board member, Craig
Simon, who raised his family here, as well as Shyenne Fish,
Coach of our Tarpons Swim Team to learn about this popular
activity for kids.
Get to know your neighbors through programs like this one
that reveal facets of Tellico Village you weren’t aware. Watch
anytime, anywhere online at https://vimeo.com/229411062
Tellico Village Charter Subscribers can watch it on their
televisions daily at 1 p.m.
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pet
of the week: Meet meatball!
Did you lose your Meatball? Or, perhaps would you like a goofy Meatball?
Meatball was found on County Road 356. We don’t know his real name but we
call him Meatball because he is a big, goofy sweetheart. If you lost Meatball,
please bring proof of ownership and current rabies vaccination information
for reclaim. But hurry to reclaim him because as of this printing, this
sweetheart will be eligible for adoption. If you are looking for an easy-going
guy who is sort of goofy, old enough to know better and young enough to
keep you smiling for many years… Meatball could be the dog for you. He is
white and brown, five years old, and is a Bulldog/American mix.
If you are his owner and want to claim Meatball, or interested in adopting
Meatball contact the Monroe County Animal Shelter. The Monroe County
Animal Shelter is located at 170 Kefauver Lane in Madisonville (behind WalMart). Call 423-442-1015 and check out all available pets on our web site
at www.friendsofanimalsmc.org. All animals adopted from Monroe County
Animal Shelter are spayed or neutered, have age appropriate vaccinations
and testing, and are microchipped (with registration).
Far too many dogs like Meatball end up at shelters. Make sure you have an
ID on your dog’s caller and have your veterinarian insert a microchip under
its skin (this is also good advice for cats.). The microchip is a good back-up
because dogs can lose collars. All shelters will scan strays that they receive
for the chip. If your dog is missing one of the first places to check is your local
animal shelter.

september ladies luncheon and fashion show
Join us Wednesday, September 6 for lunch and to view fashions
provided by ChIco’s. Music will be provided by Peggy Bastien
and vendors will include Fashion Artwear Jewelry, Cranberry
Hollow, Sandy’s SouthernSalts and Jewel’s and Threads and
table centerpieces by Just 4 You Custom Designs. Doors open
at 10:00 for your shopping and visiting convenience with lunch
served at 11:30.
Charity baker is Jan Panozzo benefiting Loudon Animal Shelter.
Menu is Turkey Wraps with a side salad and Yacht Club House
Chips. No Substitutions. Rolls, coffee, tea & water plus a full
cash bar is now available from 10:00 to 1:00.
Reservations $15 per person cash or check can be made at
New Villager & HOA Socials or at the Yacht Club by Wednesday,
August 30, 2017 deadline.
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TV LIONS CONTINUE TO PURSUE THEIR MOTTO “WE SERVE”
The TV Lions have recently closed out another year of successful
service to the community. Propelled by very successful fundraising efforts, the club was able to accomplish several service
projects as well as make cash donations to a number of service
organizations in the community, Loudon County and the
greater East Tennessee Region.
The key to this success is, of course, support for its fundraising activities from the residents of Tellico Village. Absent
that support none of these achievements would have been
possible. This support is in the form of attendance at the
fundraisers the club holds each year. It starts off with the
annual Oktoberfest in October at the Yacht Club and ends
with a Golf-for-Sight Scramble in May. The two food events,
the Oktoberfest and the Chili/Soup dinner, attracted over 500
village residents to each event. Both these culinary events
were financial successes with the Oktoberfest raising $4,817
and the Chili/Soup dinner $3,892.
The Golf-for-Sight outing is the largest of the fundraisers,
thanks to both the golfers who participate and the local
businesses who buy sponsorships as well as provide prizes for
the golfers. Over 100 golfers participated in this year’s event
helping the club raise $14,937. Taken together these three
events netted the club $23,646, every penny of which was
spent either financing the club’s service projects or enabling
the cash donations to various service organization. The photo
below shows a list of the firms who provided sponsorship for
the 2017 outing.

There are two other activities that raise funds for the club that
do not directly involve community resident participation. The
first is support to the Arts and Crafts Fair staged by the Lenoir
City Women’s Club. The TV Lions, along with the Loudon Lions,
collect admission fees and park cars in the various lots used by
the event. This year the club received a donation of $2,800 for
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their services. The other activity, which occurs year- round, is
the delivery of information flyers and advertising material from
local businesses and activities to the paper boxes of village
residents. One change in this year’s operation is that the TVVFD
stop providing the service and turned its customer list over
to the Lions. In order to manage the increase in the number
of monthly flyers, the TV Lions were required to purchase
an automated collator at a cost of over $4,000. This cost was
recovered over the course of several months of deliveries. In
addition, as part of the transfer to the Lions, they have agreed
to make an annual donation to the TVVFD of $6,000. This is but
another example how the Lions support community activities.
Including the donation to the TVVFD and the cost of the
collator, the 20 Lions who do the distribution raised a total of
$17,855. This involved delivering over 60 flyers, about 105,000
pieces of paper consuming 959 person hours in the process.
So what did the TV lions do with the $35,556 they raised during
the 2016/17 business year?
Lions local service projects revolve primarily around vision
related efforts. Two purely vision- related programs are vision
testing in the Loudon County Schools and photo eye testing in
venues, day care centers, etc., that are attended by children 6
years and younger. In the first program, some 1379 individuals
were tested at 7 different locations. Of those seventy-nine
were referred for further examination by an eye doctor. In the
latter program, a digital photo is taken of the child’s eyes and
the image is sent to the Vanderbilt University Hospital Lions
Eye Center where they are analyzed by staff physicians. From
examining these photos, the doctors can diagnose up to nine
different eye maladies that, if not corrected, can lead to serious
vision problems as the child grows older. This year’s program
examined 694 children, 40 of whom were referred for further
testing. The photo below shows a group of Lions conducting
standard visual testing at the Philadelphia Elementary School.

The second health oriented service the club provides are
Health Fairs at the Good Samaritan Center in Lenoir City and
the Good Shepherd Center in Madisonville. At Good Sam,
in addition to vision screening, blood pressure and glucose
screening are also performed. High glucose levels can be a
precursor of diabetes so early diagnosis is key to preventing
diabetic-caused blindness. The two screens are the only thing
offered at Good Shepherd. An optometrist is part of the team
so those who show vision problems can be further examined
and, if necessary, have glasses prescribed. Over the course of
the past year, about 134 individuals were determined to need
glasses. Of those, 115 received free glasses from the Lions
Club because the fell below federally determined poverty
guidelines. This represented a cost to the club of about $15,000.
One last program that most village residents are aware of
and may participate in is used eye glass collection. In the past
year village residents donated 2,540 pairs of eyeglasses which
were sent to the Recycling Center in Roanoke, VA where they
are refurbished and sent overseas for distribution to needy
residents.
In addition to these service projects the TV Lions also made
cash donations to the East Tennessee Lions Eye Bank, Lions
Volunteer Blind Industries, The Vanderbilt Lions Eye Center
Leader Dogs for the Blind, the American Diabetes Association,
the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation and the Remote
Area Medical Program. Within Loudon County, the club

made donations to the Good Samaritan Center, Loudon
County Habitat for Humanity and Second Harvest. Within TV,
donations were made to the Friends of the TV Library, TVVFD
(as noted above) and Smoky Mountain Service Dogs.
Plans are already underway for these activities during
the 2017/18 business year. The first service project is the
distribution, free of charge, of eclipse protective glasses to
residents of the village. The Lions have purchase 3,000 pair of
these glasses which were distributed on August 7.
Being able to accomplish all of these things requires a dedicated
membership willing to work on behalf of the community.
To that end the TV Lions need more members. Those who
join have to be willing to work on these above projects; not
necessarily all of them but those in which the prospective
member has an interest. You can learn more about the TV lions
by visiting their web page at http://tellicovillage.tnlions.org/.
You can also join them at one of their two monthly meetings,
a morning meeting at 9:15 on the first Tuesday of the month or
a dinner meeting at 6 p.m. on the third Tuesday of the month.
Both meetings are held in the TV First Baptist Church. If you
attend the dinner meeting, you will be treated to a free dinner.
For more information feel free to contact the Membership
Chairman, Lion or by contacting their Membership Chair,
Doris Catani via e-mail at dorisann33@gmail.com or by phone
at 657-5059.

TELLICO VILLAGE UW COMMITTEE STARTS PLANNING FOR THE 2017 CAMPAIGN
Although the start of the 2017 campaign is still several months away, the members of the TV Steering Committee have been
meeting regularly to plan for the upcoming campaign. They are looking to exceed the success achieved in the 2016 campaign
where 104% of the goal of $90,000 was reached by raising $94,400.
They are looking at several approached to achieving the increase. First and foremost, is increasing villager participation rate in
the campaign from last year’s 15%; secondly is increasing the average amount donated from slightly less than $200 to at least
$225. The other, and this is a somewhat new initiative, is to reach out to the TV business community and persuade them to
become donors. Several options are currently under review that will characterize this effort.
The first big event currently scheduled is the United Way Street Fair. This will be the third year in a row this event is being held.
The date is earlier than last year; this year it will occur on Saturday, September 16. The Vols are away that weekend and it is the
weekend of a craft fair at the TVCC. So those who attend the fair can do so late in the morning and then join us at the Street Fair.
As in the past, it will be held in the Village Square around the TV Welcome Center. There will be the car show with vehicles
exhibited by the Corvette Club, the Vintage Car Club and the Motorcycle Club. (The photo shows some of the vintage cars
that were exhibited at last year’s Street Fair). Also featured will be the Tellico Tap Dancers, the clowns as well as DJ Lou. Several
partner agencies will also be in attendance briefing attendees on their program(s) that grants from UW enable them to execute.
There will be free hot dogs and ice cream as well as a raffle. Attendees will also be able to vote on their favorite vehicle in all
three categories.
So mark your calendars and plan on joining your fellow residents for a fun afternoon.
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